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In 1958, when James D. Watson
worked his way up to the rank of associ-
ate professor at Harvard, the young bio-
chemist had on his curniculum vitae 18
papers. One of them, published 5 years
carlier, described the structure of deoxy-

rnibonucleic acid.

Today, the bibliography of a candidate
facing a similar climb often lists 50 or
even lwpnpen
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not

Science, March

In 1958, when James D. Watson
worked his way up to the rank of associ-
ate professor at Harvard, the young bio-
chemist had on his curniculum vitae 18
papers. One of them, published 5 years
earlier, described the structure of deoxy-
rnibonucleic acid.

Today, the bibliography of a candidate
facing a similar climb often lists 50 or
even 100 papers.

As the compan gests | paper in-
flation has become a fact of academic life
during the past two decades| This is

GLOBAL

RESEARCH
Ibn-Khaldun, OLINEC

ance and impudence. n RS
Aristotle, when he enumerated the P‘“’P“"(
must be guided) and had come to the last oone
‘Everything else is either superfluousness or gree
meant ignorance and insolence. &

3¢ The great number of scholarly works available ts
path to attaining scholarship b

It should be known that among the things that 2
human quest for knowledge and to the attainmen 3

variety in technical terminology (needed for purposes) o
and the numerous methods (used in those works). Tk
required to have a ready knowledge of all that. Only
considered an accomplished scholar.,
Thus, the student must know all the works, or \“ of
observe the methods used in them. His wln;le lifetime
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Things we about

- Quality

- Accessibllity

- Fairness

- Stable & reliable signals

- Cost

—£ Swiss National

| Science Foundation LA TECHNOLOBIE Bt LINNOVATION



Things we about

- Quality

- Accessibllity

- Fairness

- Stable & reliable signals

- Cost

Is the current publishing system them?
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main business models

Subscription

- small journals

- $ through

: pay

- sell each paper times
- editorial autonomy

- ” + common tools
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main business models
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- small journals - few journals

- $ through - $ through

: pay : pay
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- editorial autonomy - editorial autonomy
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main business models

Subscription For-profit OA
“volish your gems” “get authors on board”

- small journals - few journals

- $ through - $ through

: pay : pay

- sell each paper times - sell each paper

- editorial autonomy - editorial autonomy

- ” + common tools - " efficiency
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special

Number of papers published in regular vs special Issues,
Wiley decrease in 2022 likely due to limited coverage of Wlley papers in 2022

BMC Frontiers Hindawi Springer

)
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O
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Source: data scraped from the publisher's website
Notes: Special issues are called Collections at PLOS and Topics at Frontiers. For MDPI Collections, Sections and Topics not shown.
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Hindawi: 83 days
Frontiers: 72 days

MDPI: 37 days

2022

Source: data scraped on the
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Source: data scraped from the publishers' websites|
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Change in Scimago Cites/Doc (2years)
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# citations (N years) COLINCI

# papers

When a measure becomes
a target, it ceases to be a
good measure
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Hindawi
Elsevier

Frontiers

Springer

BMC

Wiley-Blackwell

Nature

PLOS

2 4 6 8 10
Impact inflation

The x-axis is limited at 10 to prevent the plot from stretching to show just a few major outliers
Source: Scimago website data




GLOBAL
RESEARCH

rOLINCTH

publishing sustainable



A system that feeds predators

- Growth means & confusion
- confusion

- what Is a publication?

- what Is a special issue?
- what does Impact Factor measure?

- Instability of quality
-A system, with huge cost
- Some & cause more strain
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What can be done?

- are the key player, as they
- Impose quantitative criteria — publish or perish
- finance the system — with increasing cost
- steer collective action — change the rules of the game
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What can be done?

- are the key player, as they
- Impose quantitative criteria — publish or perish
- finance the system — with increasing cost
- steer collective action — change the rules of the game

- Potentially beneficial
- Impose more transparency to publishers
- move towards qualitative assessment
- beware of the perverse incentives of new policies
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Hanson, Gomez Barreiro, Crosetto & Brockington, 2023



Thanks!
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